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Current Facts Regarding the Situation in South Vietnam 
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1. The North Vietnamese Objectives : 

* 

The North Vietnamese have made clear in their negotiations that their 
goal is to impose a Communist dominated government on the people of 
South Vietnam. Having failed to achieve their objectives by political 
subversion or military infiltration they have now ls.unchcd a massive 
conventional invasion of South Vietnam. 

a. They have committed 12 of their 13 combat divisions fully 
equipped with the most advanced weapons systems; armor, artillery 
and anti-aircraft. 

b. They have launched multi-division offensives across the 
DMZ, across the Cambodian border towards Saigon and across the 

Laotian border into the highlands. * f , 

.* • 

2. The South Vietnamese Response: 

The South Vietnamese are doing all of the ground fighting. 

The U.S. role is limited strictly to air and sea power. Those forces 
will provide whatever support is necessary to meet the following 
. objectives: • 

a. Protect American forces. 

b. Assure no interruption in withdrawal schedule, 

c# Provide South Vietnam the chance to defend itself against 
an invader provided by outside powers with the most sophisticated 
offensive weaponry. 

3. The U.S. Negotiating Position : 

The U.S. and South Vietnam proposed a comprehensive 8-point peace 
proposal made public on January 25; it provides for a settlement fair 

to both sides; it remains on the table. * 

Hanoi's current invasion was a response to our painstaking and 
restrained efforts to enter serious negotiations. 

a. Hanoi has shown complete disregard for the 1954 Geneva 
Accords on Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos. 
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b. . Hanoi has shown complete disregard for the 1962 Geneva 
Accords on the neutrality of Laos to which it was signatory. 

c. Hanoi consistently failed to honor the provisions of the 
Geneva Conventions with respect to the treatment of prisoners of war. 

d. Hanoi has now flagrantly broken the 1968 understandings 
which led to the cessation of U.S. bombardment of the DRV. 

If the U.S. were to capitulate to Soviet-supported indirect aggression 

in Vietnam, U.S. credibility and the prospects for preventing direct 

and indirect aggression in other areas of the world would be damaged 

irreparably. The U.S. will not capitulate to the North Vietnamese 

demands or betray South Vietnam at the point of a gun. If the South 

Vietnamese succeed in repelling this blatant aggression, the prospects 

for real peace around the world will be greatly enhanced, . 

* v 

* 

.* * 

4. To Answer the Critics : 

There are those who argue that we indeed provoked the invasion. 

This is a dishonest charge. It has been clear for months that North 
Vietnam realizing that it had failed to win politically or militarily 
has planned this invasion in the desperate attempt to- crush the South 
Vietnamese will, inflict massive bloodshed and stir public discontent 
in the U.S. during an election year. 

• * 

Those critics are the same politicians who subscribed to the policies 
of earlier administrations, which sent 500,000 men to Vietnam 
declaring, "We shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any 
hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the survival 
and success of liberty." These same politicians, Kennedy, Muskie, 
McGovern and others are today advocating the betrayal of an ally 
who is fighting effectively and bravely. They advocate surrender 
to invasion and the binding over of 17 million free people to Communist 
oppression and retribution. They v/ho sent 500, 000 Americans to 
Vietnam are doing the nation a grave disservice in directly sabotaging 
the efforts of a President %vho has withdrawn the 500, 000 Americans 
giving the South Vietnamese a chance to survive with freedom. 
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